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Whatever progress have made over and above the 
rest the world owe our care children. 
Hoover. 


SECTION THE HANDICAPPED THE 
WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ORGANIZES 


The Section the Handicapped the White House 
Conference Child Health and Protection, organized 
President Hoover, held its organization meeting 
November New York. The committee members 
present included eighty-nine persons from every part 
the United States, representing all phases social work 
for dependent, neglected, delinquent and defective chil- 
dren. Three other sections the White House Con- 
ference are deal with medical care, public health 
service, and education and training all children, but 
this fourth section will concern itself principally with 
those that are need special care because some 
serious handicap. 

The first White House Conference, called President 
Roosevelt 1909, concerned itself principally with 
foster home care dependent children. The second 
White House Conference, called President Wilson 
1919, included Juvenile Courts, Child Labor, Child 
Health and various other subjects its program. The 
third, now process preparation, will more in- 
clusive than the two preceding conferences with special 
emphasis given the important subject child health. 

The Section the Handicapped has its chairman, 
Mr. Carstens, our director. This section divided into 
four divisions. Division under the chairmanship 
Mrs. Kate Burr Johnson, Commissioner Public Wel- 
fare North Carolina, deals with State and Local 
Organizations for the Handicapped. Division under 
the chairmanship William Ellis, Commissioner 
the Department Institutions and Agencies New 
Jersey, deals with the Physically and Mentally Handi- 
Division C-1, under the chairmanship 
Homer Folks, Secretary the State Charities Aid 
Association New York, entitled Socially Handi- 
capped—Dependency. Division C-2, Socially Handi- 
capped— Delinquency, under the chairmanship Judge 
Frederick Cabot, Judge the Juvenile Court 
Boston, concerns itself with the whole subject juvenile 
delinquency. 


TENTATIVE PROGRAM 
EASTERN REGIONAL CONFERENCE 


January and 1930 


Unless otherwise noted, all sessions will held 
the Auditorium the Social Service Building, 
311 Juniper Street, Philadelphia. 


Fripay, JANUARY 
Registration. 
10:00-12:30. (1) The Child Welfare League Amer- 
ica Action. 
Told League staff members: 
Carstens. 
Hopkirk. 
Miss Mary Irene Atkinson. 
Miss Elizabeth Clarke. 
Miss Emma Lundberg. 
(2) City Studied the League. 
—Arthur Guild, Director, 
Community 
mond, Va. 
Chairman: Henry Thurston, Di- 
rector, Dept. Child Welfare, New 

York School Social Work. 

2:30-4:30. Round Tables. 

For Executives, Board Members 
and Volunteers. (Classroom, 
10th Floor.) 

Volunteer Workers Child- 
Caring Agencies. 

Leader: Mrs. Albert Live- 
right, Board Member, 
Federation Jewish Char- 
ities, Philadelphia. 

For Supervisors. (Room 1001.) 

Problems Supervision. 

Leader: Miss Grace Marcus, 

Work Consultant, 
Charity Organization So- 
ciety, New York. 


For Case Workers. (Audito- 
rium.) 
Self-Development the Case 
Worker. 
Leader: Miss Elizabeth 


Healy, Case Worker, 
Child Guidance Clinic, 
Philadelphia. 

For Cottage Mothers and Insti- 
tutional Workers. 
room, 10th Floor.) 

Developing Responsibility the 
Institutional Child. 


(Continued next page) 
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Leader: Miss Elsa Ueland, 
President, Carson College, 
Flourtown, Penna. 
6:30. Dinner Meeting—Hotel Sylvania, 
Juniper and Locust Sts. 
Chairman announced. 
The Federal Children’s Bureau—Its 
Developing Activities. 

Grace Abbott, Chief, Chil- 
dren’s Bureau, Depart- 
ment Labor, Washington, 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 
Current Projects Child Care. 
Temporary Care—from Shelter 
Housekeeper Plan. 
—Miss Lotte Marcuse, Execu- 
tive Secretary, Bureau for 
Jewish Children, Philadel- 


phia. 
Child? 
(a) Day Foster Home Care. 
Miss Helen Grange, 
Executive Director, 
First Day Nursery Ex- 
periment, Philadel- 


phia. 
(b) Nursery School Care. 
Patty Hill, 
Director, 
Kindergarten and 
First Grade Educa- 
tion, Teachers College, 


Chairman: Mrs. Roger Forbes, 
President, Parents’ Council 
Philadelphia. 

Meeting—Hotel Sylvania, 

Juniper and Locust Sts. 

Chairman: Prentice Murphy, 
Executive Secretary, Children’s 
Bureau, Philadelphia. 

Reports Friday Round Tables. 
Mrs. Albert Liveright. 
Miss Grace Marcus. 
Miss Elizabeth Healy. 
Miss Elsa Ueland. 


NEWS FROM OCTOBER BOARD DIRECTORS’ 
MEETING 

The importance the October Board Directors’ 
meeting will apparent the members the Child 
Welfare League America they receive the several 
reports which the Directors have prepared for circula- 
tion among the membership. These will include the 
statement tentative standards for children’s aid or- 
ganizations, plan for figuring for members their quotas 
the League’s budget, and other matters immediate 
concern the League’s membership. 

The standards for children’s aid organizations were 
included the report the Committee Standards. 


After certain amendments the Board these were 
adopted tentative standards with the understanding 
that they printed and placed the hands member 
agencies for consideration and comment during the 
coming year. The Executive Director will prepare 
questionnaire for all member agencies whereby there 
may appraisal their status the basis the 
tentative standards. The outlines for measuring the 
work children’s protective agencies and institutions 
were adopted guides for the Committee drawing 
standards and the Committee was authorized proceed 
with the working out tentative standards. 

The Finance Committee forecast the closing the 
fiscal year without deficit, and submitted simple plan 
for figuring member quotas with the recommendation 
that this plan sent the members for discussion and 
brought the next annual meeting Boston. 

the discussion which followed the adoption the 
report the Committee Education and Training, 
was pointed out that the League should make effort 
stimulate training children’s workers, either 
schools social work qualified agencies. 

giving consideration inquiries which from time 
time have been addressed the League the sub- 
ject birth control, was the unanimous opinion the 
Board that organization like the League could not 
take action for endorsing policies such controversial 
questions without impairing its efficiency. 

The Children’s Bureau Oklahoma City was ad- 
mitted into membership the League. 

The matter admitting individual membership 
the branches member organizations was laid the 
table with the understanding that placed 
the agenda the 1930 meeting the Board. 

later issue the Bulletin will contain reports 
the various standing committees. 

The President announced chairmen the standing 
committees for the current year, the following: Finance 
Committee, Mr. Paul Beisser; Executive Commit- 
tee, Mr. Cheney Jones; Committee Admissions 
Membership, Mr. Jacob Kepecs; Committee 
Standards Membership, Miss Katharine Lenroot; 
Committee Publications and Research, Miss Char- 
lotte Whitton; Committee New Movements, Mr. 
Cheney Jones; Committee Regional Conferences, 
Mr. Douglas Falconer; Survey Committee, Mr. 
Prentice Murphy; Committee Publicity and Finance 
Methods, Mr. Ralph Barrow; Committee Education 
and Training, Mrs. Charles Peck. 

The Board met New York City October and 
22. All but four members were attendance. Those 
present were, Cheney Jones, Paul Beisser, 
Lawrence Cole, Miss Jessie Condit, Miss Louise 
Drury, Mrs. Gertrude Dubinsky, Douglas Fal- 
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coner, Charles Hall, Mrs. Charles Hopkinson, Rev. 
Kesler, Miss Katharine Lenroot, Owen 
Lovejoy, Rev. McEvoy, Prentice Murphy, 
Mrs. Charles Peck, Mrs. Lessing Rosenwald, 
Albert Stoneman, Miss Ruth Taylor, Alfred 
Whitman and Williams. 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE CATHOLIC 
CHARITIES MEETS NEW ORLEANS 


Madame New was hostess 
the fifteenth annual convention the National Con- 
ference Catholic Charities from November 14. 
And even though she revealed her temperamental nature 
sending torrents rain down upon defenseless dele- 
gates frequent intervals, Madame New Orleans never- 
theless gave warm and hearty welcome the visitors. 

seemed peculiarly fitting hold the convention 
the Crescent City, for few communities the United 
States furnish such perfect background for meetings 
conducted under Catholic auspices. Nowhere else 
could the religious services held Sunday morning the 
quadrangle Loyola University have had quite such 
setting. Few cathedrals this country have such 
interesting history St. Louis Cathedral. Even one 
not the faith could sense the thrill some the dele- 
gates must have experienced who for the first time were 
respected and honored majority. 

The lobby the Hotel Roosevelt which was conven- 
tion headquarters was picturesque spot. Soft-voiced, 
gentle-faced nuns, clad many different styles 
habits, mingled with the clergy and the lay delegates. 
flapper dressed the height the 1927 fashion sank 
into chair next where two sisters were sitting, lit 
cigarette and proceeded blow smoke rings. The nuns 
paid not the slightest attention the spectacle the 
young lady afforded, regardless what they may have 
thought. the ghosts the Ursulines, whose contri- 
bution the history and traditions the city will 
never forgotten, ventured any chance into the 
lobby the Roosevelt during the week the convention 
was session, they must have marvelled the changes 
which the steady and relentless march time has 
wrought even those places farthest removed from the 
stress modern life. 

The high point the meetings the Committee 
Children came the session which the recent study 
Catholic Children’s Homes, made under the direction 
Rev. Dr. John Cooper, Professor Sociology, 
Catholic University America, Washington, C., 
was discussed. 

Two years ago the decision was reached that order 
secure material which would helpful developing 
training courses for Catholic children’s workers and for 


setting standards for Catholic institutions, study 
group the best Catholic child-caring institutions 
the country should made. The Commonwealth 
Fund was interested the project and grant 
$20,000 was given aid carrying out. 

Dr. Cooper made clear the workers who. were 
selected for field service that their job was not 
evaluate the work the institutions but determine 
what policies had proved most successful the 
various phases institutional activities. Emphasis 
was placed upon determining the causal factors 
institution’s success any particular line. Its 
failures, far the special study was concerned, 
were relegated the background. 

The material based the study 100 institutions 
being analyzed and compiled under the direction Dr. 
Cooper. Advance copies the various chapters have 
been sent all the institutions studied and many 
other organizations and individuals regardless reli- 
gious affiliation, for comment and criticism. 

the Tuesday morning meeting which Sister 
Miriam Regina, chairman the Conference Reli- 
gious, presided, paper Dr. Cooper commenting 
the study was read Rev. Bryan McEntegart 
Dr. Cooper was unable present because illness. 

Dr. Cooper enumerated the outstanding tendencies 
and drifts revealed the condensed experience 
100 institutions. And while true that only Catholic 
institutions were under discussion, seemed that 
practically every point made Dr. Cooper’s summary 
would equally true 100 high grade non-Catholic 
non-sectarian institutions. The tendencies and drifts 
listed Dr. Cooper were follows: 

and training, away from obligatory 
observance religious duties toward voluntary ob- 
servance; some mixed form voluntary and obliga- 
tory observance which would insure the minimum 
requirements the Church and yet give children some 
opportunity make voluntary choices. 

discipline, away from the imposition penal- 
ties the substitution positive incentives for stimu- 
lating acceptable behavior; the tendency permit the 
freedom consistent with good 
order; and increase opportunities for participation 
extra-mural activities means developing sense 
responsibility for personal conduct. 

moral training, the tendency toward dealing 
with causes and effects. 

mental health, the tendency satisfy the crav- 
ing for status and recognition. 

medical care, the tendency toward intensive 
examinations children the time admission 
determine individual needs; and toward careful re- 
examinations and follow-up service. 
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the field physical care, the emphasis pre- 
ventive and corrective hygienic measures. 

recreation, the tendency toward making use 
professionally trained directors whenever possible and 
the recognition the importance proper develop- 
ment the play instinct. 

education, insist upon providing the type 
education which each child may profit most; and 
regard the educational facilities which most communi- 
ties now provide for children their own homes 
minimum observed the institution. 

organization, away from large institutions 
the cottage plan the group system. 

10. social policies, toward increased utilization 
the technique social case work. 

11. The marked tendency rely more and more 
foster home placement when such placement all 
feasible. 

Dr. Cooper made one outstanding generalization 
his paper, namely, that the condition the institutions 
studied was decidedly healthy one. There was 
notable desire show weaknesses and better con- 
ditions. The wholesome unrest which exists bringing 
progress because stimulating interest utilizing 
the results social and educational sciences. 

From time time there some slight reference 
children’s meetings the similarity between boarding 
schools and institutions. Dr. Cooper, however, made 
real contribution our thinking this subject when 
pointed out that the problems the boarding school 
are per cent the problems the child-caring insti- 
tution. Each, therefore, should learn from the other 
and there should closer relationships between staffs 
boarding schools and those children’s institutions. 
far the Catholic group concerned, Dr. 
Cooper’s opinion that the child-caring institutions have 
many instances progressed beyond the boarding 
schools which group are not yet giving scientific 
individualized care the better institutions. 

was urged that dogmatism avoided the study 
had revealed that successful results had been obtained 


through radically differing methods. Personal views 
those working the study had frequently been 
scrapped and the experience those the firing line 
accepted lieu thereof. 

Dr. Cooper’s paper stated that those engaged 
this important child welfare project there had been 
brought home the conclusion that child-caring institu- 
tion microcosm the complete understanding 
which requires specialists score social and biolog- 
ical sciences. Since there much not know, 
only checking and verifying assumptions, and 
further study objective results the children 
themselves, that can judge between improbable but 
plausible theories and demonstrated falsities estab- 
lished verities. 

Rev. Dr. Karl Alter, Director the National 
Catholic School Social Service, spoke the topic 
“What Shall with the Study?” Dr. Alter 
emphasized the importance capitalizing the experi- 
ence the Religious Orders have had providing training 
for nurses and teachers. will take the same qualities 
establish tradition for training social work. Dr. 
Alter pointed out that certain parts the country 
will not long until state departments public wel- 
fare will demand special training for those engaged 
child-caring activities. urged that the Catholic 
group anticipate such demand voluntary action. 

addition the training novitiates, Dr. Alter 
referred the necessity for assisting those already 
the field who have had opportunities for training. 
Organized special classes within the institutions; sum- 
mer institutes individual dioceses; and institutes 
regional basis were suggested practical methods 
bringing training the nuns already doing children’s 
work. 

Dr. Alter’s paper and the discussion which fol- 
lowed was pointed out that the material compiled 
the basis the study child-caring institutions would 
valuable textbook use the training all 
novitiates regardless what their specialized training 
might later be. was also suggested that such text- 
book could used with equal profit the seminaries. 

Rev. Bryan McEntegart, Director, Division 
Children the Catholic Charities the Archdiocese 
New York, stressed the need for training personnel 
and for standardization institutional service 
means putting work child-caring institutions 
par with that hospitals and academies and colleges. 
Failure regulate hours for rest and recreation and 
lack standards have the past been responsible, 
among the Religious and elsewhere, for the assumption 
that work child-caring institution was somewhat 
less important than that nurses hospitals and 
teachers schools. 
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The importance the attitude the sisters the 
proper development personality the children was 
well brought out Rev. McEntegart. also em- 
phasized the fact that Dr. Cooper had used the child 
and his individual needs the central point around 
which the recent study revolved, rather than the build- 
ings and equipment. 

Sister Miriam Regina summed the discussion and 
urged that the greatest possible use made the 
material now available the result the study 
child-caring institutions. 

One session the Committee Children was given 
over the topic Catholic Child-Care Rural 
Dioceses. Rev. William Kiernan, from Green Bay, Wis- 
consin, and Rev. Dr. Martin Cone, Davenport, Iowa, 
gave instructive and stimulating papers this impor- 
tant subject. 

the luncheon meeting the children’s group the 
discussion centered around the problem child. 

not possible report adequately all the 
sessions the conference which economic problems, 
family service, hospital social service, prevention 
delinquency, recruiting students for schools social 
work, and many other interesting subjects were dis- 
cussed. 

seemed that the outstanding points made 
the meetings the children’s committee were follows: 

Dr. Cooper’s presentation drifts and tendencies 
institutional care revealed the National Study 
Catholic Children’s Homes. 

The emphasis the need for specialized training 
the children’s field both for novitiates and for the 
sisters already engaged such service. 

The need for standardization service, shorter 
working hours, more time off for rest and recreation 
part the effort put service child-caring institu- 
tions par with nursing and teaching service. 

The constructive aid which well-organized and 
properly staffed state department can give private 
child-caring agencies. 

The need for both public and private units ser- 
vice and the importance utilizing such public re- 
sources mothers’ aid, workmen’s compensation and 
other forms public relief working out plans for 
children coming the attention private agencies. 

The recognition the importance foster home 
care and the need for its further development caring 
for dependent Catholic children supplement the ser- 
vice the institutions. 

The New Orleans meeting was the first Catholic 
conference which member the League staff was 
invited participate the discussions the Com- 
mittee Children. While fairly familiar with the 
work Catholic child-caring institutions this invitation 


the problems and the efforts solve them which 
had not had before. The thing which impressed 
most was the fact that regardless the auspices under 
which children’s work conducted, the similarity 
problems and objectives outweighs the differences just 
soon the individual child becomes the center 
our planning. 

the close one the sessions the Director 
Diocesan Bureau Catholic Charities remarked, 
sisters are learning pray with their eyes open.” 
Aren’t 


INSTITUTION 


Many institutions will have money given them 
Christmas time with which buy books. One the 
most helpful catalogs children’s books Realms 
Gold, compiled Bertha Mahony and Elinor Whit- 
ney the Bookshop for Boys and Girls Boston. The 
following quotation taken from review Realms 
Gold, Agatha Shea, director children’s work 
the branches the Chicago Public Library: “Books 
all subjects and for all ages are included and annotations 
give adequate ideas the various titles. There in- 
formation types children’s literature, authors and 
illustrators. catalog high standard throughout. 
can recommended without reservation parents 
other purchasers students children’s books. 


PLAYS FOR CHILDREN 


This the time year when institutions are par- 
ticularly interested securing material for dramatiza- 
tion. The following clipping from the Chicago Tribune 
November 16th gives list plays with simple plots 
and easy staging. 


Naomi Mitchison. 
(Harcourt Brace.) 

FOR THE Remo Bufano. 
(Knopf.) 

Virginia Olcott. (Dodd Mead.) 

Boox Maude Beagle. (Wilson.) 

Edith Ackley. (Stokes.) 

THE THEATRE,’ Louise Burleigh. 
(Harper.) 

plays for school and club presentation al- 
ways are demand. New collections, which the 
plays and settings are simple enough for these uses, al- 
ways are sure welcome. Naomi Mitchison her 
presents four such plays based 
Joseph Jacob’s fairy tale books, which are suitable 
for younger children. 

plays may acted anywhere. settings 
each case are very easily secured. The third play 

(Continued page column 
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LOCAL PROGRESS ADOPTIONS 
PARMENTER 
Chairman, Study Group Adoptions, Cleveland 
Conference 

The Study Group Adoptions the Cleveland Con- 
ference Illegitimacy was appointed October, 1923. 

This committee seven members discussed various 
problems concerning adoption and decided make 
brief study the adoptions granted Cuyahoga 
County from July 1922 June 30, 1923. Three 
hundred and eleven petitions were filed involving 339 
children. these 127 schedules were filled out from 
Court records. Sixty-six cases were studied intensively 
through reading records. result this survey 
the following recommendations were made Probate 
Court: 

The clearing all cases requested adoptions 

through Social Service Clearing House. 

Securing through case work agency pertinent 
facts the child’s history and that the foster 
family. 

six months’ period probation before the filing 
cases. 

The filing full reports and investigations pro- 
posed homes. 

thorough medical examination the child and 
the imparting such knowledge the foster 
parents. 

Securing from the Attorney General rulings de- 
bated questions. 

There were also some suggestions made case work 
agencies tending bring about more careful work 
the placing their children adoptive homes. 

Following this survey the Probate Court arranged 
clear all cases suggested. Since the Court did not 
have field worker undertake investigations, was 
arranged refer all cases not known another social 
agency either the Cleveland Humane Society the 
Children’s Bureau. This plan went into effect about 
June Ist, 1924. One the two workers assigned the 
task was Louise Hyde Emery. her thesis the 
School Applied Social Sciences, Western Reserve 
University, she made Study the Adoption Situa- 
tion Cuyahoga County” based cases investi- 
gated the Humane Society from July 1924 
June 30, 1925. 

Mrs. Emery found that these children, were 
legitimate, illegitimate and whose status was 
unknown. The largest group placed (20) were under 
one month age, while were under one year and 
under years. All these children would affected 
the law which states that child under two years 
shall given away without the written consent the 
Division Charities, commitment from Juvenile 
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Court. Eighteen children were ten foster homes for 
shorter period than the months provided the law. 
Accurate knowledge the child’s physical condition 
was known only cases. was interesting note 
that cases the child was adopted step-parent. 
cases the reason stated for giving the child 
was “unable majority these cases 
were illegitimate. Sixty-four per cent the foster 
parents were related the children. 

Several significant problems were brought out Mrs. 
Emery’s thesis, such the need for more definite in- 
formation concerning the physical and mental condition 
the child’s parents and also that foster parents, 
well more accurate knowledge the child’s physical 
and mental condition. The use “next-friend” was 
questioned and greater attention urged cases where 
bond required for placements from without the State 
well securing approval the divorce court all 
cases where divorce had been granted. 


The Study Group Adoptions, with some change 


personnel, assisted the Probate Court representative, 
studied the material the first survey and Mrs. 
Emery’s thesis and raised certain questions for con- 
sideration all members the Confer- 
ence its meeting February, 1928. Discussion 
these questions, some which follow, held the interest 
all present. 

What medical advice should given foster parents 
who want adopt child? 

How far should agency bringing about 
physical examination before the adoption 
granted? Has the Conference any recommenda- 
tions concerning this matter suggest the 
Probate Court? 

What types children should placed for adop- 
tion? 

Should child told adopted child and 
when? 

the conclusion, the discussion was summed 
Mrs. Parmenter, member the Study Group, the 
lieved sound judgment and sought all those 
seriously concerned with this phase child care. 

The Study Group had also worked out medical 
blank which being used the Probate Court for 
information concerning the physical and mental health 
prospective foster parents and the child. The blank 
filled out either the family physician another 
physician agreed upon with the family and usually 
preceded personal interview between the worker 
and physician. 

Early 1928, the request the Ohio Probate 
Judge’s Association, Miss Florence Sullivan, the 
State Division Charities, undertook study adop- 


| 
| 


: 


CHILD WELFARE LEAGUE AMERICA BULLETIN 


tions the state during the year 1927. Several 
members the Study Group assisted Miss Sullivan 
securing information from court records Cuyahoga 
County where the largest number adoptions had been 
granted. expected that Miss Sullivan’s report will 
throw some light debated questions interpretation 
the law. 

The interest and assistance Probate Judge Hon. 
George Addams has now made possible for the 
Children’s Bureau and the Humane Society re- 
lieved the greater number investigations adop- 
tion cases which directly the court. trained 
social worker experience has been employed the 
staff the court and has worked with the Study Group 
since April 1929. She was employed only half time 
first, but almost immediately found the volume 
work demanding her full time, and since July first she 
has been full time member the court staff. 

With the help the court social worker, now mem- 
ber the Study Group, leaflet, “To Prospective 
Foster Parents” has been prepared. given each 
petitioner with the other necessary legal blanks the 
time application for adoption made the court. 
The Court asks that you consider the following 
questions.” Special attention directed this leaflet 
the court. The children’s agencies Cleveland are 
also using it. 

The court social worker reports that she has found 
almost objection the use the medical blank when 
explained foster parents that for their pro- 
tection well for the child’s. She finding that 
many cases relatives petitioning for child, condi- 
tions are unsatisfactory, and has seemed inadvisable 
recommend adoption. She unable investigate 
all step-parent cases because insufficient time, but 
covering all cases relatives and other adoptions not 
known the children’s agencies. 

The Group realizes that what has been accomplished 
only beginning. groundwork for further de- 
velopment, basis from which work. Having de- 
termined what seem the essential elements any 
adoption greatly desired that this information 
more generally understood every one coming touch 
with the problem. 

hoped that the reports the court worker will 
assist the Study Group determining what changes, 
any, should made their program which would 
most effectually further progress along the lines already 
begun. 


The New York School Social Work offering for 
the School year beginning October, 1930, two fellow- 
ships $600 each social workers who have had 
least two years experience social work, for period 


study the School. April 1930, the last day for 
filing applications for these fellowships. 


ENCLOSURES 
(Sent members only) 

CHALLENGE. Prentice Murphy, Executive Secre- 
tary, The Children’s Bureau Philadelphia. Reprinted 
from The Annals the American Academy Political 
and Social Science, September, 1929, Publication No. 
2319. 

Group Adoptions, Cleveland Conference 
gitimacy, February, 1928. 

STATEMENT FOR PARENTS, cir- 
culated the Probate Court Cuyahoga County, 
Ohio. 

CHANGES FOR DIRECTORY 

Children’s Bureau, Louisville. 
Miss Geraldine Graham, Executive Secretary. 

Memorial Home, Minne- 
apolis. Miss Elsa Castendyke succeeds Mrs. Sula 
Dewey superintendent. New address: 606 Wesley 
Temple Building. 

NEW MEMBERS 

Service Bureau, Inc., 1010 
Broadway, Oklahoma City. Miss Nina Ryder, 
Director. Articles and Oklahoma County; Article 
Oklahoma City. Distributing center for the State 
Oklahoma. Class member. 


INSTITUTION NEWS 


(continued) 


the collection probably would have limited 
older children, the Scotch dialect makes quite 
reading, but the others should present diffi- 
culties. 

Bufano’s ‘Pinocchio for the Stage’ dra- 
matization the famous puppet’s story. Four sig- 
nificant events Pinocchio’s experience are chosen. 
and the spirit the original well maintained through 
out. Full directions are given for costuming and 
scenery. Children high school age will find Virginia 
Olcott’s ‘World Friendship Plays for Young People’ 
very usable. These are plays depicting the history and 
customs the people many lands, and could used 
Campfire, Scout, church groups very satis- 
factorily. 

book play which has been found use connec- 
tion with book week observance Maude Beagle’s 
Book Revue.’ 

especially good book puppet shows Edith 
Ackley’s ‘Marionettes.’ The plays are simple, the 
materials easily available, and the paper patterns in- 
cluded are great help the amateur producer. 
Louise Burleigh’s ‘Story the Theatre’ 
about handy little book one can 
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INTER-CITY CONFERENCE 


ILLEGITIMACY 
BULLETIN 


Vice-President: Cleveland, Ohio. 
Secretary: Miss Hartford, Conn. 
Treasurer: Frost, Detroit, Mich. 


CONNECTICUT PLANS FOR CONFERENCE 
ILLEGITIMACY 

The first step toward the formation Connecticut 
Conference was taken meeting held 
the Town and Country Club, Hartford, Septem- 
ber 26. The committee which took the responsibility for 
initiating this movement consisted Miss Marguerite 
Boylan, Executive Secretary the Diocesan Bureau 
Social Service, Hartford, and Secretary the Inter- 
City Conference Miss Mabel Mat- 
thews, Director Social Service, Mansfield State Train- 
ing School; and Mrs. Grace Cary, Hartford District 
Secretary, Connecticut Children’s Aid Society. 

The meeting was addressed Mrs. Mabel 
Mattingly, assistant professor child welfare, Western 
Reserve University, who was former president the 
Cleveland Conference and who has 
recently completed thesis based study fifty- 
three unmarried mothers who kept their children. 

Mrs. Mattingly first discussed the problem illegiti- 
macy and then described the activities the Cleveland 
Conference. The breaking law, whether moral 
civil, she said, usually carries with destructive results. 
The breaking the moral law involved illegitimacy, 
however, results nature’s highest product, human 
being. the first great conflict that presents 
itself the approach the problem. The second con- 
flict found the wide variations presented the 
composite picture the unmarried mother group— 
young, old; innocent, sophisticated; victims parental 
neglect and bad environment; mentally deficient; 
morally and spiritually bankrupt; young woman 
good family; married woman, mother several chil- 
dren. All this conflict finds expression the attitude 
toward the child. The third conflict found the 
abortive family represented the mother, father and 
child, natural family unit which cannot take its nor- 
mal place the community. 

The methods dealing with the problem advocated 
Mrs. Mattingly were (1) constructive legislation; 
(2) good social case work; (3) community cooperation. 
Legislation should aim remove opprobrium from 
illegitimate birth but should the same time conserve 
the ideals family life which have been built 
through the struggle and experience mankind. Good 
social case work, she said, the link the chain 
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which this can effected cases. The 
mental hygiene aspect was stressed, the recognition 
adult sex impulse person with the mind child. 
The reputed father should included the case work 
and the same fine approach social case work should 
accorded him well the mother. 

well planned community program should include 
(1) centralization and coordination service whereby 
trained experts, knowing community resources, may 
salvage the human beings involved; (2) comprehensive 
medical care the individual mother, including mental 
well physical examination, prenatal 
natal care; (3) well-organized study and discussion both 
cases and general social statistics; (4) formulation 
minimum standards for legislation. 

Preventive work involves first all, education. 
Wider recognition mental hygiene and its possibilities 
will result the early detection sex offenders and 
mental defectives and should accompanied com- 
munity plans for the protection these groups who are 
not able protect themselves. Better understanding 
social hygiene will result the wider recognition 
religion essential for character building and the 
necessity wholesome recreation. This major re- 
sponsibility for education public opinion rests with 
the social workers who must see that reaches the 
rural districts well the cities. 

Mrs. Mattingly’s description the actual achieve- 
ments the Cleveland Conference 
served clinch the interest those present the 
formation such group Connecticut and resulted 
the appointment the following persons com- 
mittee draw plans presented within month 
for the definite formation Connecticut Conference 
Ralph Barrow, Executive Secretary, 
Connecticut Children’s Aid Society, Chairman; Ken- 
neth Messenger, Commissioner Child Welfare; 
Miss Mabel Matthews, Director Social Service, 
Mansfield State Training School. 

The widespread interest already developed this 
problem was evidenced the attendance persons 
from ten cities and towns representing the state Bureau 
Child Welfare, the Division Mental Hygiene the 
state Department Health, Connecticut Children’s 
Aid Society, Diocesan Bureau Social Service, Con- 
necticut Child Welfare Association, Connecticut League 
Women Voters, Connecticut Council Catholic 
Women, Church Mission Help, State Farm for 
Women, House Good Shepherd, Connecticut Mental 
Hygiene Society, Children’s Community Center, New 
Haven, Children’s Village, Hartford, well local 
associations, family welfare societies, 
probation officers, hospitals, visiting nurses, mental 
hygiene clinics and community chests. 
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